as Deputy Director of the Laboratory of Anatomy and Pathological Cytology from 1968 to 1985, as head of the Division of Pathological Anatomy from 1995 until 2007, and as Consultant until her retirement in 2009. During her four decades at the Armand Trousseau Hospital, the anatomic pathology department grew from a tiny department contained within a single room to a full-fledged pathological anatomy service at the level of a university hospital facility, an achievement for which Liliane was particularly proud.
As an academic pediatric pathologist, Liliane focused on pediatric surgical pathology, with emphasis on pediatric renal tumors, neuroblastomas and pulmonary pathology, especially bronchoalveolar lavage in children. She published more than 250 scientific manuscripts. Her academic appointment was at the Pierre and Marie Curie University, where she ascended from University Assistant in 1968, to Lecturer in 1985, to University Professor in 1990. She taught medical students, nursing student and trainees in pathology, pediatrics and surgery. Her collaborations on pediatric renal tumors with Professor Guy Leverger led to important publications, international collaborations with Drs. Bruce Beckwith and Elizabeth Perlman, and involvement in panels for review and classification of pediatric renal tumors with the International Society of Pediatric Oncology, the Renal Tumor Research and Study Group, the French Society for Childhood Cancer, and the Review Group for Kidney Tumors. Liliane was also among a select group of pediatric pathologists whose academic and diagnostic expertise extended to a subspecialty of general surgical pathology, which in her case involved genitourinary pathology and prostate cancer.
Liliane was an important figure in the worldwide pediatric pathology community, with a global influence as an advocate for diagnostic service, research and education in the field. Some have described her as a ''force of nature'' because of her intelligence, organizational skills, and passionate commitment to her chosen field. Her invited lectureships and voluntary service on behalf of pediatric pathology took her to every continent except Antarctica-and Liliane traveled there for a special family celebration! Her energy and passion led to significant involvement in international academic societies. One of Liliane's noteworthy honors as a French citizen was to be named a chevalier of la Legion d'honneur. This award recognized her leading role in pediatric pathology in Paris, her leadership in the French and international medical communities for renal tumors of childhood, and her significant contributions to international pediatric pathology organizations, especially the PPS, IPPA, and the SPP. Liliane took this in stride, with her characteristic combination of humility and humor. In fact, she had achieved a different form of knighthood earlier, in the unlikely location of North America, as some may recall her enthusiastic participation at SPP banquets with an informal group of boisterous colleagues dubbed ''The Knights of the SPP''.
Liliane Boccon-Gibod was an extraordinary person who will be missed by friends and colleagues all over the world. Though Liliane's physical presence has been taken from us and her voice stilled, her indomitable spirit will live on in the memory of her family and the many friends and colleagues on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean and in any gathering of pediatric pathologists. Her enthusiasm was infectious as she spoke across a crowded room and one's only response was to find her in order for our worlds to join. We consider ourselves fortunate to have known her and to have experienced her generous insights, collegiality, friendship, and mentoring over the years. We offer our heartfelt condolences to her family, colleagues and friends.
